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ee, into family feuds 


Valedictorian and Gold Medal winner studies sibling conflicts 





ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Recent graduate Holly Recchia has 
reason to celebrate. Not only was she 
named valedictorian for the Faculty of 
Arts and Science, she was also award- 
ed the Governor General's Gold Medal 
for the top graduate student at convo- 
cation on Nov. 13. 


Holly Recchia delivers her validictory address during the Arts and Science Convocation 
on Nov. 13. 


"I was surprised, happy and hum- 
bled. It was a huge honour,’ she told 
the Journal during a telephone inter- 
view from Salt Lake City, where she 
has taken a position as a postdoctoral 
fellow in the Department of 
Psychology at the University of Utah. 

Of course, she misses Montreal and 
her loved ones. "But I'm looking out 
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the window and I'm seeing moun- 
tains,’ she said. "I'm taking advantage 
ofthe easy access to the outdoors." 

During her convocation address at 
Place des Arts, she talked about 
adjusting to new responsibilities and 
expectations. 

‘All of us are facing these transitions 
right now, and if youre like me, think- 
ing about where youre going is taking 
up a lot of space in your head,’ she told 
her fellow students. She realized that 
she has to take the time now to recog- 
nize what she has accomplished. ‘If 
‘we dont honour these milestones as 
they come along, it is too easy to let 
them pass us by." 

After completing an Honours BA in 
psychology and applied studies at the 
University of Waterloo, Recchia came 
to Concordia in 2003 for her master's 
in psychology at the Centre for 
Research in Human Development. 

She has a slew of publications, con- 
ference presentations and fellowships 
to her name, has served as editor of 
the CRDH Dialogue Bulletin, and was 
a student representative for the 
Canadian Psychological Association. 
Recchia wrapped up her PhD last 
spring with a_ thesis entitled 
Explaining Variability in Sibling 
Conflict Resolution Strategies During 
Middle Childhood. 

"I just find it fascinating how people 
have dramatically different perspec- 
tives on the world. This is especially 
obvious in the case of conflict, when 
two people can give such different 
meaning to the same events,’ she said. 

Her dissertation examined why some 
siblings resolve conflicts in construc- 
tive ways while others use more 
destructive means. Recchia visited 62 
families homes twice as part of her 
research and interviewed children aged 
four to 10 and their primary caregivers. 

She found several factors influenced 
the outcome of a disagreement: whether 
children learned positive resolution 
strategies from their parents, the charac- 
teristics of the individual children and 
their level of social understanding, and 
the way children interpret and tell stories 
about conflicts - for instance, whose 
fault they think it is can influence how 
they handle the situation. 

CONTINUED ON P. 2 
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On November 13, hundreds of graduates attended convocation at Place 
des Arts to collect their degrees and to close a momentous chapter in 
their lives. As the wide-open road of the future lies ahead, the Journal 
asked: What now? 


I have a few contracts in web design, so I'll be doing that for a while. There's 
the possibility of teaching at a CEGEP, but I'm not sure I want to do that yet. 
But I do know for sure, I want to stay in Montreal. 

Rami Nuseirn, MA Mebia STubies 


Seeing all the people with master’s and doctorates made me very much 
want to pursue my education. But for now, I'll just be looking for work [...] 
and live one day at a time until my next opportunity comes around. 


Mark BONNEVILLE, BA PsycHoLoGy/SOCIOLOGY 


I'm doing my PhD right now at Concordia in the special individualized pro- 
gram. I’m hoping to get through it in three or four years. I hope to come out 
with some comprehensive ideas for organizational management so I can 


work in health care. 
Terry Kyte, MA Human SYSTEMS INTERVENTION 


I take receiving my doctorate as a big responsibility, coming from a small 
Indian community [Kahnawake]. I'm now a role model for the young peo- 
ple in my community. I want to show them what is possible and what one 
can achieve. I plan to teach, probably at Concordia, in the First People 
Studies program, and work with my community. I will also continue 
researching and writing so I can bridge the Mohawk world to the outside 
world. I want to let people know who we are, where we come from and 


what were all about. 
KAHENTE Horn-MiLter, PHD HUMANITIES 





I'm going to do a lot of artistic directing. Our program taught us dance 
technique and choreography. Im going to go to Melbourne because 
that’s the capital of dance in Australia. 1 want to get into their scene and 
see whats up there. 


LAUREN Weisz, BFA CONTEMPORARY DANCE 


I did my bachelor, master's and PhD at Concordia. I've been here 12 years. 
Now I'm off to Queen's University to do a post-doc in civil engineering, 
examining the fire resistance of fibre-polymer composites. 


DUNCAN CREE, PHD MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 
(See Journal Sept. 27, 07) 


Right now, I'm looking for a job, but the French thing is an obstacle here in 
Quebec. I might go to Ontario to pursue a one-year program in education. 
IsaBeLLE KAPIGA, MSc GEOGRAPHY, URBAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 


I'm planning to study theological studies in Islam at the Institute of Ismaili 
Studies in London, England. 


FARDIN AZIZADA, BA Pott Sci/THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 









Right now, I’m doing my PhD at the University of Pennsylvania at the 
Annenberg School of Communication. I'm researching the history and pol - 
icy implications of local television. After that, back to Canada, hopefully 


back to Concordia for a teaching job. 
CHRISTOPHER ALi, MA MEDIA STUDIES 


I'm going on a big trip to New Zealand for four months. I think its a good 
opportunity between graduating and entering the real career world. When 


am I going to have a chance like this again? 
HELENA Vassitiou, MA CREATIVE ARTS THERAPIES 


Input solicits opinions from a range of interested parties on topical issues. 


lf you would like to add your own input go to gournal.concordia.ca. 
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Above, Larry English (centre) listens to the speeches commemorating his time here with Brad Tucker, Director 
Institutional Planning Office (left) and Chair of the Board, Peter Kruyt (right). 


More than 50 colleagues and 
friends of Larry English gath- 
ered at the Montefiore Club on 
Nov. 20 at a farewell party to 
thank him for his contributions 
to the university over his 13- 
year career as Vice-President, 
Finance. Led by MC Vice- 
President Services Michael Di 





Grappa and speakers Chair of 
the Board Peter  Kruyt, 


President Judith Woodsworth, | 


Irvin Dudeck and Nathalie 
Laporte, with some video and 
photo props, the retirement cel- 
ebration became somewhat ofa 
roast with English in the hot 
seat. After a spirited rebuttal, he 


was presented with a Harley- 
Davidson T-shirt and a gener- 
ous gift certificate. In the new 
year, English will be found 
either in the woods or aboard 
his hog. His work instituting the 
best financial record of any 
Quebec university will not be 
forgotten. 


Delving into family feuds 


Valedictorian and Gold Medal Winner 


CONTINUED FROM P. | 

When parents got involved, the 
solutions were more construc- 
tive. But she found that chil- 
dren as young as four years old 
could tell a coherent story 
about their fights and reach a 
compromise. 

This year, she is taking what 
she learned about siblings and 
applying it to interactions with 
peers. 

"You choose your friends but 
not your siblings so the differ- 
ences between these relation- 
ships are interesting, she said. 
Her research will look at how 
kids and their mothers co-con- 
struct meaning while dis- 
cussing children’s conflicts 
with others. 

Ultimately, Recchia would 
like to see her work inform 
interventions that promote 
children's constructive conflict 
resolution skills. She concedes 
it is not always easy to trans- 
late basic research and theory 
into practice. 


I haven't gone into academia . 


for prestige or fame. You really 
have to love it,” she said. "There 
are always hard days where 
you have to force yourself to sit 
in front of the computer. But 
then I read an interesting jour- 
nal article that inspires me to 
keep going. 





Pictured are just some of the | 670 new degree holders at the Nov. 13 


convocation ceremonies. 


studies sibling conflicts 
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New leadership for SdBI 





Concordia welcomes Genevieve Rail 


- . 






After commuting to Ottawa for the past 10 years, Geneviéve Rail is happily settled at the Simone de Beauvoir 


Institute. “Cycling to Concordia over the summer was like nirvana,” she said. 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Genevieve Rail fell in love with 
the spirit of Concordia — that's 
what brought her here. As the 
new Principal of Simone de 
Beauvoir Institute (SdBI), she 
has already rolled up her 
sleeves and set to work on new 
initiatives. 

"Arriving here, I noticed that 
everyone is so vibrant. It's like 
a mushroom cloud of ideas,’ 
she said. "The institute is more 
than just a department. It's a 
haven for feminist students 
and scholars, with excellent 
links to the community." 

During a reception on the 
11th floor of the EV Building on 
Nov. 11, faculty, staff, students 
and members of the adminis- 
tration, including President 
Judith Woodsworth, Provost 
David Graham and _ Vice- 


President, Research and 
Graduate Studies Louise 
Dandurand, officially wel- 


comed Rail to Concordia. 

Sociology professor Marc 
Lafrance talked about meeting 
Rail, who was his teacher at 
the University of Ottawa. 

He spoke frankly about her 
significant influence on his 
academic career and_ her 
“almost uncanny knack for cre- 
ating rich and diverse net- 
works of like-minded 
researchers across Canada and 
Quebec." 


"The institute really could 
not have asked for a better 
leader,’ Lafrance said. 

Born in Ottawa, Rail com- 
pleted her BA in sociology and 
a master's in human kinetics at 
Université Laval before receiv- 
ing a full scholarship for her 
PhD in sociology of physical 
activity and health at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign. After teaching at 
Laurentian University in 
Sudbury for five years, she 
joined the Faculty of Health 
Sciences at the University of 
Ottawa. 

There, she served on the 
Joint Strategic Planning 
Committee for the Faculty of 
Health Sciences and_ the 
Faculty of Medicine and was a 
member of the Womens 
Studies Program Committee. 

Rail was also instrumental in 
the development of numerous 
master’s and PhD programs in 
socio-cultural studies of physi- 
cal activity and _ health, 
womens health, physical activ- 
ity and health sciences, and 
more. She served as Director of 
Graduate Studies for two years 
before becoming the Faculty's 
Associate Dean (Research). 

Her research is centered on 
the intersection of race, cul- 
ture, ethnicity, gender and sex- 
uality. She examines conceptu- 
alizations of women’s bodies 
and health, how they are influ- 


enced by science and medi- 
cine. This semester, Rail is 
teaching a course called Health 
Issues: A Feminist Perspective. 

Rail came to Concordia at a 
time when the SdBI is in transi- 
tion. After negotiations with 
the other partners involved in 
the minor in interdisciplinary 
studies in sexuality, which is 
offered jointly by the Faculties 
of Fine Arts and Arts and 
Science, a new major is on the 
horizon. If approved by Senate, 
students in the major would be 
housed at the SdBI. There are 
also plans for a master’s in 
women’s studies and a doctoral 
degree in gender and sexuality 
studies. 

"The institute has a lot of 
potential. We have all the raw 
materials. My vision is to push 
forward on all fronts,’ Rail said, 
which includes revamping the 
curriculum, organizing regular 
research seminars, and bring- 
ing top scholars to Concordia 
in various speaker series. 

Rail acknowledges that it's 
challenging to propose ideas 
for growth during an economic 
downturn. But she's confident 
that the university will see that 
the programs are viable and 
can strengthen Concordias 
international profile. 

"If we're creative, there are 
ways to make it happen. These 
obstacles are not insurmount- 
able,” she said. 
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ACCOLADES 


Concordia alumni brought home some hardware from the Quebec 
Writers’ Federation Literary Award gala on Nov. 17 at the Lion D'or. 





The Cello Suites by alumnus Eric Siblin [MA 87] was awarded two 
prestigious honours: the McAuslan First Book Prize and the Mavis 
Gallant Prize for Non-fiction, receiving $2 000 for each. The First 
Book Prize jury called Siblin’s work, “an almost pitch-perfect story 
of the making of one of the great pieces of music in Western civi- 
lization’ 


The A.M. Klein Prize for Poetry went to Carmine Starnino [BA 94, 
MA 01] for his book This Way Out. He was awarded $2 000. This is 
the second time Starnino has won the AM. Klein; his collection With 
English Subtitles took the prize in 2004. 


Alexandra Redgrave [BA 07] was also given an honourable men- 
tion in the Quebec Writing Competition. 


No 


Recent journalism and sociology graduate Siena Anstis has been 
awarded the 2009 Forces Avenir Undergraduate Personality award 
to honour her social commitment and involvement in projects con- 
tributing to the greater good. She is currently based in Nairobi as a 
communications officer with the Aga Khan Foundation. (To read 
more about Anstis, see Journal Nov. 12, 09.) 


~GYO 


Congratulations to the JMSB MBA team for winning the fifth annu- 
al TATA Cup Sustainability Case Competition hosted by the Telfer 
School of Management at the University of Ottawa. The victory 
comes less than a week after the inauguration of the David O'Brien 
Centre for Sustainable Enterprise. 


Contemplating the scenario involving the severed relationship 
resulting from Magna’ failed bid to purchase Opel, the teams pro- 
posal and recommendations, entitled Become The Resource in 
Environmentally Sound Technologies, will be reviewed by the cor- 
porations in the actual case in the future. The win is JMSBss first at a 
TATA Cup event. 





re 


Pictured (left to right): Coach Dan Silverman, Michelle Nero, 
Shawna Rose, Ivonne Medina and Annaleigh Greene. 
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Electrical and Computer Engineering Professor Abdel Sebak has 
been recently made a Fellow of the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) for his contributions to electromagnet- 
ic scattering and design/modeling of antennas. The grade of IEEE 
Fellow honours engineers who have demonstrated outstanding pro- 
ficiency and have achieved distinction in their profession. 


“Gro 


Congratulations to Building, Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Professor Ted Stathopoulos for receiving the 2009 Jack E. Cermak 
Medal of the Engineering Mechanics Institute of American Society 
of Civil Engineers (ASCE). His work has been an integral part of 
developing the low-rise wind provisions of the Canadian Building 
Code and the ASCE 7 Standard. The medal was awarded during the 
ASCE/SEI Structures Congress in Austin, Texas earlier this year. 


NVWUIATIS NYO ASILENO) 





3 


ESS 





CONCORDIA JOURNAL | November 26, 2009 


Strategic framework moves into action 


KAREN HERLAND 


This semester began with a 
retreat organized by President 
Judith Woodsworth to build on 
the momentum of the strategic 
framework approved by the 
Board in June. The _ senior 
administrators who attended 
set into motion a series of con- 
crete actions that will enhance 
the three pillars of the frame- 
work: academic excellence, stu- 
dent experience and communi- 
ty engagement. 

In total, 20 specific actions 
were identified to improve the 
university's profile and the 
experience of students who 
choose to come here. 

Provost David Graham, with 
the help of the Institutional 
Planning Office, has asked 
deans to gather information to 
establish Concordias first 


enrolment management plan. 
“In the past, weve had general 
direction like increasing the 
proportion of graduate or inter- 
national students. But we have 
never had a clear rationale or 
basis for our targets.’ 

As an initial step, the deans 
are identifying potential areas 
for growth by considering fac- 
tors other than the popularity 
of programs, such as capacity. 
For instance, hiring more pro- 
fessors may increase the num- 
ber of supervisors available in 
a program, but if the market 
cannot absorb new graduates, 
or if the program has quotas 
established by the provincial 
government, it makes no sense 
to accept new students who 
can’t get hired, or wont be 
funded. 

Graham anticipates having 
enough information by Feb- 


ruary to help direct recruitment 
campaigns for next year. He 
would like to see enrolment tar- 
gets linked to ftnancial plan- 
ning, since the number of stu- 
dents in any program affects 
resource and space allocation, 
infrastructure decisions and 
hiring priorities. 

Building on work done by the 
Senate Committee on Academic 
Planning and Priorities and the 
deans, Graham is also working 
to identify “high-quality depart- 
ments and units that are recog- 
nized for excellence and strong- 
ly identified with Concordia.’ 

Promoting our successes 
reflects well on the university in 
the national and international 
arena, and he stresses doing so 
in no way diminishes the full 
range of research and teaching 
activity that is necessary in a 
comprehensive university. “No 


one is talking about radically 
changing the composition of 
Concordia; it would be a terri- 
ble mistake to tamper with our 
DNA. But we should be able to 
celebrate who we are and 


become known . for our 
strengths.” 
Bram Freedman, Vice- 


President External Relations 
and Secretary General, has been 
working with others, in particu- 
lar Dean of Students Beth 
Morey and Noel Burke, Dean of 
the School of Extended 
Learning (SEL), on “how to 
frame and coordinate existing 
community engagement activi- 
ties in some sort of coherent 
manner. 

Freedman is aware that part 
of the challenge is that the con- 
cept itself is quite broad, 
including everything from the 
volunteer initiatives spearhead- 


ed by the Dean of Students 
office to the problem-based 
service learning courses inau- 
gurated in SEL to sustainability 
initiatives like composting and 
recycling. 

“We'd like to come up with a 
model that will allow for coordi- 
nation and_ collaboration 
amongst different initiatives 
without discouraging anybody's 
efforts.” 

Although he would not like to 
see a rigid, centralized system, 
he expects to deposit a proposal 
soon outlining the need for a 
community engagement coor- 
dinator who could inventory 
and act as a liaison between the 
different efforts already in 
place. 

Over the next few issues of 
The Journal, you will learn more 
about progress made in other 
areas of the planning process. 





“We had ideas of the way the world should be.” 


Studio arts instructor Francoise Sullivan 





Francoise Sullivan has been elevated as a member of the Order of Canada. 


Russ COOPER 


It was 1:43 p.m. I was to meet 
artist and studio arts instructor 
Francoise Sullivan at 2 p.m. at 
her Point St. Charles studio to 
discuss her promotion within the 
Order of Canada. Eleven days 
prior, on Nov. 5, shed been elevat- 
ed to the rank of Officer within 
the Order in ongoing recognition 
of her contribution to Canadian 
society. It was fundamentally 
why I was there. 

But I was early. My perpetual 
punctuality has always been a 
blessing and a curse. I chose to 
snap pictures of some old, golden 


Chevrolet on Ste. Madelaine St. 
that looked amazing against the 
baby blue fall sky. 

At 84, Sullivan has built one of 
the most respected bodies of 
work of any Canadian artist. A 
dancer, a painter, a choreogra- 
pher, a welder, she’s spent her life 
expressing the beauty of art. 

As a teenager in 1941, the 
Montreal-native Sullivan would 
become a founding member of 
Les Automatistes — a handful of 
young painters searching for a 
real, non-academic way to pro- 
duce art. 

In 1948, Sullivan, then a 
dancer, was among the 16 signa- 
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tories to the group's manifesto, le 
Refus Global, a historical docu- 
ment still valued for its unique 
perspective. Along with decree- 
ing “resplendent anarchy” and a 
challenge to traditional Quebec 
values, their modus operandi 
remained; think about creating 
art but create art without think- 
ing. It is that approach, in some 
part, that’s earned her decades of 
praise and success, including the 
63 Prix du Québec and 97 Prix 
Paul-Emile-Borduas (named 
after her Automatiste colleague). 

It’s also the approach that 
brought Sullivan to her studio 
door at 2 p.m. 

She led me into her brightly lit 
studio and quickly offered me 
coffee. Accepting, she disap- 
peared into the backroom, allow- 
ing me to peruse her works-in- 
progess along one wall; floor-to- 
ceiling canvases covered evenly 
in simple saffron orange and 
crimson reds. Emerging from the 
backroom carrying a tray of cups, 
she tripped slightly on the leg ofa 
chair. Before I could even gasp, 
with the grace of a dancer a third 
her age, she caught her balance. 
She didn’t spill a drop. 

After a few sips and a couple of 
gettin’-to-know-you questions, 
she tells me of 1948: “a vintage 
year when everything happened,’ 
she says. “I wrote the text le 
Dance et l'espoir, [dancer] Jeanne 


Renaud and I each created our 
own dances [including] Dance 
dans la neige. And then the Refus 
Global. It was a very good year. 

To help me understand, she 
hands me the book Egregore: A 
History of the Montréal Auto- 
matist Movement by Ray 
Ellenwood. In flipping through, I 
stop at a photo from 1942. It is of 
an art show in the Sherbrooke St. 
bedroom of one of her Auto- 
matiste cohorts; art causally 
hanging on the walls, young ciga- 
rette-smoking sanguinely smug 
and optimistic artists strewn 
about. 

I remarked that one man, poet 
Claude Gauvreau, looked very 
much like a music school friend 
of mine, right down to the mus- 
tache and tweed two-button 
blazer. In fact, I noticed this gath- 
ering didn't seem vastly different 
from many of the art shows I had 
been part of. 

She laughed a healthy laugh. 
“We were thirsty, hungry for 
everything that was bringing 
something new to the world. 
People may have done the same 
before us,’ she said quietly, “but 
this is my life.’ 

And this life goes on seemingly 
uninterrupted. Sullivan is still 
teaching at Concordia, as she’s 
done since 1977. The works of 
Les Automatistes continue to be 
shown in galleries. She continues 


to make art. I ask of her motiva- 
tion. “Beauty, she says. 

I need to know. “How do you 
do it?” I say. She smiled with her 
baby blue fall sky blue eyes. 
“When youre an artist, theres a 
point when you feel you can do 
anything.’ 

My time in the taxi back to 
work was remarkably colourless. 
I wished I were in that golden 
Chevrolet. 
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KAREN HERLAND 


“You can do well by the environ- 
ment and_ simultaneously 
improve the bottom line. 
Paul.Shrivastava, the Director 
of the David O’Brien Centre for 
Sustainable Enterprise argues 
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He ended up writing a book 
about the events, and studying 
several other technological dis- 
asters through the 80s and 90s. 
“I realized that many of them 
shared a significant environ- 
mental component. For the last 
dozen years, ke has focused on 


elaborating sustainable man- 


mot a costly proposition, quite agement methods. 

the opposite. He feels because we are oper- 
With. 30 years as a manage- ating with finite resources, sus- 

ment researches; consuitantand = taimability has to be an integral 

professor, Shrivastava is aware _ «partofbusiness. He is convinced 


that compenses exist to create 
2grees with those who dismiss 
sustamable Business efforts 
because they fear implementing 
them would require cutting 
back on productivity. 

“Many of the practices and sys- 
tems in place now were devel- 
oped in an era when we didnt 
understand environmental 
costs,’ he said. “For instance, 70% 
of the energy produced is wasted. 
Cutting that waste preserves 
resources and improves the bot- 
tom line” Ultimately, doing more 
with less increases profit. 

Shrivastava studied mechani- 
cal engineering but quickly real- 
ized he did not want to practice 

it. He earned an MBA in India, 
and PhD in the US. in strategic 
management. While he was 
teaching at New York University, 
an industrial gas leak at the 
Union Carbide plant in Bhopal 
killed thousands of people. The 
disaster brought him back to his 
home community. 


of the potential of the David 
O’Brien Centre, committed 
enough to leave a career and 
tenured chaired position in 
Pennsylvania to move here. 
“I've known about Dean 
Sanjay Sharmas work in sus- 
tainability since the early 1990s,’ 
Shrivastava said. “I came up 
here and talked with him and 
saw the strategic plan and the 
commitment to sustainability at 
the university level.’ 
Recognizing that sustainability 
can only be tackled holistically, 
he was equally impressed by the 
importance sustainability issygs 
are accorded at the municipal, 
regional and national levels. 
And Montreal held another 
attraction; one that had brought 
him here frequently in the past. 
“I have a passion for the 
Argentine tango, and Montreal 
has some of the best dancers, 
teachers and festivals.’ 
Shrivastava has been working 
with a small team of part-time 
administrative support and two 


Taking on the 
green challenge 








graduate student researchers. 
“All of them have a passion for 
sustainability. Together, they 
have been laying the ground- 
work for the centre. 

He is developing both an 
undergraduate and a graduate 
course on sustainable manage- 
ment that will be offered 
through eConcordia. 

“I want the centre to be a 
place that would develop an 
interdisciplinary research pro- 
gram for understanding how to 
make corporations sustainable. 
A platform for people interact- 
ing on issues relating to sustain- 


ability” The centre will generate ~ | 


research on corporate social 
responsibility and sustainability 
practices, and provide support 
for businesses 

“But this is not my personal 
research agenda, this is a collec- 
tive project.” Shrivastava has 
been getting to know people on 
and off campus since he arrived 
in Montreal. “T've talked to over 
fifty people, learning what they 
do and considering cooperative 
and collaborative projects.’ 

He is identifying existing 
courses in geography, political 
science, sociology, the School of 
Community and Public Affairs, 
and the Faculty of Engineering, 
that will benefit students of sus- 
tainable business practices. 

For more on Shrivastava’ phi- 
losophy on the connections 
between management, leader- 
ship and the tango, go to cjour- 
nal.concordia.ca. 
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JMSB centre inaugurated 





Chancellor David O’Brien at the inauguration of the David O’Brien 
Centre for Sustainable Enterprise. 


Members of the university and 
business communities gathered 
Nov. 16 to inaugurate the David 
O’Brien Centre for Sustainable 
Enterprise at the John Molson 
School of Business. 

“The centre will generate vital 
knowledge in sustainable enter- 
prise and future business lead- 
ers who will be well versed in 
holistic and responsible busi- 
ness strategies, which will bene- 
fit all of society, President 
Judith Woodsworth said. 


Named in recognition of 
Chancellor David O’Brien’s $2 
million donation, the centre will 
be a hub for research and 
knowledge in the field of corpo- 
rate social responsibility and 
sustainability. 

Paul Shrivastava, the centre's 
director, called sustainability a 
“critical human issue’ with 
close links to recent global 
events and said he aims to make 
Concordia Canada’s first “car- 
bon-neutral university. 
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Sustainable Business Day offered students the opportunity 
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to learn about green business practices across the city. The event was 


held in the Samuel Bronfman Building on Nov. 16. A co-sponsorship of 


the JMSB Sustainable Business Group and the Faculty’s Career 
Management Services the showcase, panel and reception allowed stu- 
dents to learn first-hand from entrepreneurs how sustainable practices 
give them an edge over the competition. 
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Software helps share stories 


Oral History researchers help develop application to manage digital interviews 


KAREN HERLAND 


A team of researchers with the Montreal Life Stories proj- 
ect and the Centre for Oral History and Digital Storytelling 
(COHDS) have been able to turn a wish list of possibilities 
into a software program capable of organizing, classifying 
and eventually sharing recordings of memories and experi- 
ences. 

Stories Matter is a free, adaptable software program 
capable of working with Macs or PCs. The program reflects 
a process “directed and inspired by oral historians, accord- 
ing to Stacey Zembrzycki, a SSHRC post-doctoral fellow at 
COHDS. Zembrzycki and PhD candidate Erin Jessee spoke 
about their participation in the development of the soft- 
ware, and its capabilities, at a recent workshop. 

The project was possible thanks to a CFI grant that 
Steve High (history professor and principal researcher 
for the Montreal Life Stories Project) received. The year- 
long process, including successes and challenges, was 
documented in a blog by the researchers who worked 
with software developer Jacques Langlois. 

According to Zembrzycki, certain elements were 
important from the outset. The software had to be free, 
open source, intuitively easy to operate, bilingual and 
capable of incorporating audio and video material. 
“We're not techies, but we use technology as a means to 
an end.” Expectations had to be adjusted to find techni- 
cal solutions for concerns raised by the researchers. 

Over five years, the Montreal Life Stories project will 
collect 500 interviews with people who arrived here 
from conflict zones. These interviews can be very emo- 
tional, painful or politically sensitive recollections of 
experiences of violence, displacement and loss. While 
the interviewer may be conducting research on, for 
instance, childhood, a future researcher may want to 
return to those same interviews to study education or 
some other theme. The ability to seek out connections 
from different aspects of the project will be invaluable. 

Since many of the people whose stories are being 
recorded have left dangerous situations, balancing the 
desire to share information with the privacy and securi- 
ty of the people being interviewed led to discussions on 
accessiblity. “We did not want the interviews sitting on 
shelves in a closet; said Zembrzycki. “But some materi- 
al might require password protection.’ 

The possibility of networking the material for public 


(or restricted) access remains for a later version of the 
software. The current version of Stories Matter is avail- 
able for individuals, who can work with it at their own 
computers. . 

Jessee walked those in attendance through the differ- 
ent elements of the program. Researchers can upload 
material, from consent forms to scans of mementos, 
along with their interviews. They can also establish key- 
words related to their research interests to tag their 
interviews, or include extensive notes to help keep their 
material organized. However, a thumbnail profile of the 
interview subject remains fixed in the top right of the 
work screen, a reminder of the life and context of the 
person being discussed. 

Zembrzycki said the profile was incorporated as a 
check against straying too far away from a holistic view 
of the person. So, although® the software can search 
material based on a common theme for shorter presen- 
tations, the integrity of the material is structured right 





into the program. The software was built on a frame- 
work provided through Adobe Air specifically because 
other options were more expensive and made it too easy 
to decontextualize the interviews. | 

Those listening to the presentation raised their own 
questions about the methodological constraints of 
working so directly with the digital material. 
Traditionally, oral historians have painstakingly tran- 
scribed their interviews. The process, usually requiring 8 
to 10 hours for each hour of interview time, is extraordi- 
narily time-consuming, but allows the researcher to 
develop a close, intimate affinity with the work. 

Others argued that although the extensive note-tak- 
ing and tagging required to make the digital material 
searchable and useful cuts that time in half, the addi- 
tional richness of maintaining tone and body language 
adds more than a written transcript can convey. 

The software is available for download at. storytelling. 
concordia.ca/storiesmatter. The blog is also at that URL. 
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Stacey Zembrzycki presented the potential of Stories Matter at a recent workshop. | 


Engineering solution offers elegant communication 


KAREN HERLAND 


Engineering is based on problem-solving - when it’s broke, 
fix it. 

So, when computer science and software engineering 
professor Bipin C. Desai realized the inefficiency of the 
lengthy and resource-heavy preparations needed to hold an 
annual conference with peer-reviewed papers, he wanted 
to do something about it. 

“In the old days (and by that I mean ten years ago) we 
started with a submission of three or four hard copies of a 
paper, he recalled. “We had to mail the papers to three or 
four reviewers, wait for their comments via email. It took 
four or five months for the whole cycle. Which was fast for 
a conference.’ 

The challenge was to develop an electronic way for the 
authors and various reviewers to communicate the informa- 
tion they needed, while maintaining absolute anonymity. 


The solution, developed a decade ago and first put 
into practice in 2002, was ConfSys. 

The system can work on a global network. Once 
papers are submitted, they can be forwarded to appro- 
priate reviewers, matched by field and area of expertise. 
The reviewers communicate via usernames. “You may 
know youre talking to Firebird, but you dont know who 
that is.” Besides general terms to match reviewers and 
material, the system also ensures that colleagues who 
work closely with each other (and might recognize each 
other's communication patterns) are not matched on 
projects. 

Although there are commercially available programs 
like this, Desai said a big advantage of ConfSys is that 
communication is triple-blinded. Not only do reviewers 
not know authors, nor authors reviewers, but reviewers 
do not even know each other. 

“Each time, we are bound to have some important 


researchers and new investigators. We dont have to 
worry that someone big is intimidating another profes- 
sor, everyone can comment directly on the work-’ 

The software has been through four iterations since it 
was first developed. Desai’s students often take on prob- 
lems that need streamlining as research projects. 

Most recently, a master’s student took on the fask of 
adapting ConfSys for journal development. 

“We thought it would be good to publish a journal with 
Confsys, there is no need to publish in print,’ said Desai. 

The new variation can allow back-and-forth com- 
ments and clarifications between authors and reviewers. 
Although an editor can moderate the conversation, it 
allows the two parties to communicate directly, and 
anonymously so that authors can seek clarification on 
the input they receive. 

Those interested in trying out the software can con- 
tact Desai. 


SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS 





KAREN HERLAND 


The combined legacy of Loyola College, Sir 
George Williams University and Concordia 
has produced 6 000 dissertations on sub- 
jects ranging from literature to linguistics 
and from exercise science to electrical 
engineering. 

The university has always retained 
paper copies of this work. ProQuest, in its 
Dissertations and Theses Database, is 
responsible for digitizing and distributing 
dissertations from hundreds of institu- 
tions through subscribing libraries, or on a 
fee-per-use basis. 

Last month, during Open Access Week, 
Concordia University launched its own 
institutional repository called Spectrum 


(spectrum.library.concordia.ca), which 
allows research to be electronically 
archived and available. 


“The challenge was to take all of this dig- 
ital material and make it accessible in a 
structured and interoperable way, said 
Tomasz Neugebauer, systems develop- 
ment librarian involved in planning and 
developing the program. “The system had 
to make it easy to access the full retrospec- 
tive range of material, and to enable the 
deposit of currently produced work’ 

Several people within the library evalu- 
ated programs that could do the job, and 
picked ePrimts one of the first repository 
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The library’s Kumiko Vézina, Annie Murray and Tomasz Neugebauer all helped develop the 
university’s institutional repository launched last month. 


software programs developed and used by 
hundreds of institutions. It was their 
choice because it was customizable and 
because “it has an open source communi- 
ty of people using it that don't compete like 
commercial developers, instead they col- 
laborate.’ 

Having a platform that was well inte- 
grated into the current open access land- 
scape, and worked with the major retrieval 
systems like OAI-PMH and Google Scholar 
was important. Making it both user-friend- 
ly and useful was also critical. With sup- 
port from the Office of Research, the uni- 
versity obtained a stack of CDs from 
ProQuest containing the thousands of 


Concordia dissertations. 

These documents had to be integrated 
with the metadata available in CLUES, 
including thesis advisor, the department it 
was produced in, and abstracts. The task 
was complicated by the fact that the 
names of the institutions involved, along 
with the titles of departments have 
changed over time. Neugebauer developed 
a software plug-in for ePrints capable of 
importing theses metadata from CLUES 
and the corresponding digital documents 
from ProQuest. 

That was one of the first adjustments 
required. Spectrum was designed to visu- 
ally fit in with other Concordia web pages, 
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Spectrum capable of storing a range of material 


and to operate using NetNames used for 
other Concordia sites, like the portal. 

A pilot project to have dissertations 
deposited electronically is in the works. At 
the same time, a number of university poli- 
cies that specify the existence and man- 
agement of paper copies are being 
reviewed. 

Beyond dissertations, Spectrum can 
accept research work, articles, papers, con- 
ference proceedings, books and mono- 
graphs. “We need to work with the faculty 
to open up the functionality of the system. 
Research output is different from depart- 
ment to department, said Neugebauer, 
adding that it is easier to improve the sys- 
tem as they go forward than to try to antic- 
ipate every possible need at the outset. 

Spectrum is designed so professors and 
researchers can upload research materials 
and easily enter the necessary information 
about each item. Several professors have 
already deposited some of their research. 


Annie Murray and Kumiko Vézina of the 


libraries can assist researchers who wish 
to deposit their publications in Spectrum. 
They are also responsible for verifying the 
the description and copyright of material 


before it goes live. 


Murray and Vézina can be reached at 


spectrum@alcor.concordia.ca. 


Improving health through ENCS software 


Russ COOPER 


The General Studies Unit (GSU) in the 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer 
Science -is.transfonming the way a small 
Caribbean country provides health care 

Until now, St. Kitts and Nevis has used a 
paper-based system to maintain the med- 
ical and social service records of its citizens. 
"In the late 1990s, the [Kittian] government 
instituted a network of local clinics that 
offered a full range of cradle-to-grave family 
medicine, explains General Studies Unit 
Assistant Professor and Associate Chair 
Deborah Dysart-Gale. "This extensive home 
health care network involving profession- 
als, family and community members result- 
ed in a unique closeness within families. 
We're developing an online system that 
retains this unique quality in a culturally 
sensitive way, and doesnt turn people into 
numbers.” 

During a stint in 2003 working with the 
St. Kitts Department of Social Work and 
Community Development, Dysart-Gale 
(whose background is nursing and commu- 
nication) thought about potential improve- 
ments to the system. Returning in 2005, she 
had a conversation with the department's 
director who stated there was indeed an 
interest to update to an electronic info 
management system. 

When she came to Concordia in 2006 to 


teach in the GSU, she and GSU Chair and 
professor of Computer Science and 
Software Engineering Thiruvengadam 
Radhakrishnan figured it was a perfect 
opportunity to bridge community develop- 
ment and engineering. 

Radhakrishnan and his PhD student 
Kristina Pitula have developed a prototype 
with St. Kitts’ unique family-centric per- 
spective in mind that allows nationwide 
access to records at the click of a button. 

"One simple example that illustrates this 
was our design of the drop-down menu that 
identified ‘relatives’ as ‘spouse, child and 
other’; but our users insisted they needed to 
know ‘cousin, aunt or uncle, brother or sis- 
ter’. The information our original menu 
selections would have given them wouldnt 
reflect the way they think or talk to each 
other about a case,’ says Dysart-Gale. 

The team is also helping health care 
workers improve their communication 
skills through professional writing work- 
shops. 

"Currently, a typical written report might 
include a recommendation much like, ‘poor 
children in township X need subventions to 
buy school uniforms. This doesn't get much 
traction with donor organizations, NGOs or 
the government,’ she says. “The workshops 
show them that with the database informa- 
tion available, they can write much more 
effective recommendations. For example, 
'17 families in township X live under the 
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General Studies Unit professor Deborah Dysart-Gale (left foreground) explains the ENCS’ 


database and its practices to a social worker in the St. Kitts capital city of Basseterre in 
September. In background, left: National ICT Centre Director Chris Herbert with Daniel 


Sinnig, Concordia post-doctoral fellow. 


poverty level. The 25 schoolchildren from 
those families do not have the means to 
purchase necessary school uniforms. The 
following funds are required’.’ 

After testing the prototype in September 
with the help of a post-doctoral fellow 
Daniel Sinnig, the team is now working on 
the final version. “It remains to be seen how 


this changes the way the social work 
department views its work and profession- 
al practice,” she says, “But the department 
in St. Kitts is very conscious of the 
Concordia connection, and proudly refer to 
it as the ‘Concordia Information 
Management System: That makes us feel 


‘like a million dollars!" 
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‘Survey design requires more than statistics 


Russ COOPER © x 


"I know... a class about surveys 
doesnt sound very exciting. 
But it is!" 

It may be a bit unusual to see 
a student light up with enthus- 
iasm when discussing the 
potentially bland subject of 
polls, but Vince Hopkins and 
part-time political science pro- 
fessor Rick Bisaillon arent 
bland. eee 

"Bisaillon takes really com- 
plicated concepts and breaks 
them down so we really under- 
stand what they mean, says 
Hopkins, who's taking the 


course to prepare for his mas- - 


ter's in political science. 
"Looking at a survey now, I 
know what to look for. It's logi- 
cal thinking.” 

The one-semester under- 
graduate class POLI 392: 
Survey Research and Design is 
a way for students to under- 
stand the intricacies that go 
into designing surveys and 
how that distilled information 
is delivered to the public. But 
more than merely understand- 
ing, the class is, ‘more like an 
experience. 


On Nov. 11, more than 50 gath- 


ered in the Hail Building Faculty 
Lounge for the fourth annual 
Arts and Science Deans Awards 
reception to honour six out- 
standing individuals for their 
lasting contribution to the uni- 
versity, the Faculty, their col- 
leagues and students. 

The first recognition of the 
afternoon went to psychology 
professor Michel Dugas, who was 
presented the Deans Award for 
Distinguished Scholarship; an 








When Bisaillon originally got 
word hed be teaching the class 
10 years ago, he noticed the 


methodology was laden with — 


math, making it difficult for 
non-mathematically inclined 
social science students. to 
understand. 


"I decided to reinvent the Ff F 


class from the ground up with 
the goal of making it more 
accessible, to work in the 
research method style, and 
have the skills for statistical 
analysis. But more important, 
for them to be able to get their 
research really well rooted,’ 
says Bisaillon. 

The class, 60 students in size, 
has served predominately 
political science students in 
the past, but Bisaillon has seen 
more crossover from students 
within other. departments, 
such as the School of 
Community and Public Affairs. 

He's also adopted a unique 
classroom style; one that has 
him running up and down the 
aisles to stand beside his stu- 
dents to answer their ques- 
tions rather than stand stolidly 
in front of the class. "I'm kind of 
like Jerry Springer, but without 


Vince Hopkins (right) explains his POLI 392 survey volunteer participant Stephen Booth (left). 


the brawling, he laughs. 

For Hopkins, this gusto has 
not gone to waste. He's gone 
beyond just simply under- 
standing surveys and is design- 
ing one of his own. He hopes to 
prove that anglophones from 
the rest of Canada — specifical- 
ly ones studying at Concordia 
and McGill who choose to stay 
in-and-around downtown fol- 
lowing graduation — are replac- 
ing Montreal-born Anglos who 
left in wake of the 1995 referen- 


dum. He's hypothesizing neigh- 
bourhoods such as the Plateau 
and Ville Marie are becoming | 
more English. 

"Language in Quebec has 
always been a loaded subject, 
we know this,’ says Hopkins, a 
B.C.-native who lives in the 
Ville Marie borough. "With the 
recent kerfuffle over bill 104 
and from personal experience 
of living and studying here, I 
thought the timing was right. 
But more than that, I'm inter- 


2009 Arts and Science Dean’s Awards 


acknowledgement of his body of 
published scholarly work that 
has brought greater recognition 
to the Faculty, both nationally 
and internationally. 

Dugas research and practice 
focuses on anxiety and particu- 
larly the condition known. as 
Generalized Anxiety Disorder 
(GAD). In the words of a col- 
league, Dugas is Canadas best- 
known researcher in the field 
and one of a handful of scientists 
in the world who developed a 


Left to right: Arts and Science Dean Brian Lewis with winning professors Damon Matthews, Rosemary Reilly, 


Calvin Kalman, Patrick Leroux and Michel Dugas. 


| psychological 
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treatment for 
GAD. 

The New Scholar awards, rec- 
ognizing outstanding achieve- 
ment by a tenure-track faculty 
member, were given to English 
and Etudes francaises professor 
Patrick Leroux and Department 
of Geography, Planning and 
Environment professor Damon 
Matthews. 

Described as a_ ‘scholar, 
researcher and creative artist of 
great talent, ambition and 
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accomplishment, Leroux'’s con- 
tributions to academic scholar- 
ship are due to his brilliant mind 
and remarkable intellectual 
energy, and his refusal to be 
bound by limits created by oth- 
ers. 

Publishing his research in the 
most prestigious journals in his 
field, Matthews has established 
himself as a leader in climate sta- 
bilization, carbon cycle-climate 


feedbacks and _land-cover 
change. 
The three awards for Teaching 


Excellence were presented to 
physics professor Calvin Kalman, 
applied human sciences profes- 
sor Rosemary Reilly and history 
professor Norman Ingram. 
Recipient of the Concordia 
University Council on Student 
Life Teaching Award in 1998 and 


’ the Canadian Association of 


Physicists Medal for Excellence 
in Teaching in 1999, Kalmans 
methods have succeeded in 
inspiring students to learn and 
understand physics, a subject 
most find challenging. Kalman, 
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ested to know.’ 

While designing a survey is 
not a formal requirement of the 
course, "Vince found a perfect 
application and hes got the 
enthusiasm to pull it off,” says 
Bisaillon. 

The one-semester class will 
become a. core first-year politi- 
cal science class — next 
September. “It will be more of 
the nuts and bolts of under- 
standing causality in social sci- 
ence, says Bisaillon. 


who has begun the fifth decade 
of his career, was described as 


“indefatigable”. 

Amicably called ‘the Queen of 
Theory’ by her students for her 
extensive knowledge and her 
willingness to share her knowi- 
edge, Reilly is well-known for her 
commitment to students, TAs 
and her mentorship of junior fac- 
ulty that often goes well beyond 
the call of duty. 

Ingram, currently on sabbati- 
cal and unable to attend, was 
honoured for his passion in his 
field and his unlimited commit- 
ment to his students, both indi- 
vidually and collectively, and to 
his engagement with the study of 
history. Quoting from Ingram's 
teaching philosophy statement, 
Lewis characterized his 
approach saying, “history is not a 
limited antiquarianism, but a 
dynamic field of discovery and 
debate.” 

Since 2005, the Arts and 
Science Dean's Awards have paid 
tribute to 27 faculty and staff 
members. 
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Scentsational research on display | 


JMSB's first Graduate Research Exposition 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Thirty-eight students from the 
MSc and PhD in Administration 
presented their research in 
poster form to the public, 
shared knowledge with their 
peers and interacted with 
judges from the business com- 
munity during the first 
Graduate Research Exposition 
of the John Molson School of 
Business. 

“It was a great chance to 
showcase who we are and what 
we do, plus our new home in the 
MB Building, said Ulrike de 
Brentani, professor and director 
of both programs. The Nov. 12 
event also introduced prospec- 
tive students to the school’s two 


research-based academic 
degrees. 
MSc candidate David Thomas 


presented the findings of his 
research into scents and con- 
sumer response - essentially, 
can peppermint make you shop 
'til you drop? 

Thomas explained that cer- 
tain coffee chains which no 
longer grind beans on the prem- 
ises now pump in a faux coffee 
scent. Sony Style stores use a 
mandarin orange-vanilla scent 
to soften the brand's image. 

"It's about creating an experi- 
ence, he said. "You want the 
customer to have the feeling 
that they were treated well and 
it was a positive encounter. 
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David Thomas (right) found that peppermint odor had a significant effect on consumer endurance. Participants 


who chewed mint gum shopped for an average of 63.7 minutes, compared with 51.4 minutes for cinnamon 
gum and 47.2 minutes for those with no gum. 


With his background as a 
triathlete, Thomas knew that 
peppermint odor can increase 
athletic endurance and 
strength. He asked 87 partici- 
pants-to strap on a pedometre 
and hit the mall. Some chewed 
peppermint or cinnamon gum 


to simulate the olfactory 
response, while others chewed 
none. 

The peppermint blast proved 
effective and those shoppers 
went the longest and had the 
lowest perceived shopping 
time. 


With the results and conclu- 
sion ready, Thomas is nearing 
the defense stage of his thesis. 
He said the poster competition 
helped put his name out there. 
"Professors and companies will 
start to know that this is my 
area of interest,’ he said. 
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During the judging period, 
the lobby was full from one end 
to the other with displays. 
Other research topics included 
brand social responsibility, 
investment costs associated 
with following Islamic laws, 
and the interplay of birth order, 
personality and innovation in 
family business. 

Sponsored by the Office of the 
Vice-President Research and 
Graduate Studies, the Bell 
Research Centre and_ the 
InterNeg Research Centre, the 
exposition included a reception 
and prize ceremony in which 
nearly $2 000 was given out for 
the best posters. 

‘All the students have good 
GPAs, but this experience can 
give them the advantage they 
need to succeed, said de 
Brentani, who initiated the 
event with help from manage- 
ment professor Linda Dyer, the 
exposition coordinator, and pro- 
gram assistant Jennifer Muir. 

De Brentani went on to say 
that the exercise forced students 
to make complex topics easy to 
understand. "We sometimes get 
lost in our analytical model and 
forget that other people are not 
on our wavelength. It’s a great 
feeling to find out that others 
are really interested in your 
work, she said. 

For more images from the 
event, visit cjournal. 
concordia.ca. 





How to put theory into action 


Workshop teaches undergrads to present their work at conferences 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


While most graduate and doc- 
toral students are encouraged to 
present their work at academic 
conferences, undergrads barely 
get their feet wet. Organizers of 
the fourth annual Study in 
Action, an undergraduate con- 
ference on social and environ- 
mental justice, helped prep stu- 
dents for the task during their 
Papers into Presentations work- 
shop on Nov. 10. 

Presented by the Quebec 
Public Interest Research Group 
at Concordia and McGill, the 
interdisciplinary conference 
will take place March 12 to 14, 


2010, on the SGW campus. 

“It all comes down to confi- 
dence,’ said QPIRG McGill 
External Coordinator Indu 
Vashist, who facilitated the 
workshop with Cleve Higgins, a 
McGill student who presented a 
paper at last year’s conference. 

“We would like to validate 
that undergrads have work that 
is worthwhile and should be 
shared; Higgins added. If the 
topic is politically relevant, even 
better, he said. Study in Action 
aims to create dialogue by link- 
ing students and community 
activism. 

Until Dec. 10, students and 
community members are invit- 


ed to submit 250-word sum- 
maries of completed papers or 
works in progress that could 
become presentations during 
the three-day event. Works of 
art are also welcome. 

“There's a distinction between 
a paper and a presentation, 
Higgins told the group assembled 
at QPIRG Concordia for the 
workshop. Complex turns of 
phrase might work well on paper 
but they will not translate well in 
speech. Take elements of the 
paper and talk about them in a 
way that is relevant for the audi- 
ence, he advised. Repeating the 
argument several different ways 
can help drive the point home. 


Participants also suggested 
strategies for making presenta- 
tions more engaging: use visuals 
to accentuate examples, encour- 
age participation, establish eye 
contact, manage your time wisely 


and share experiences. 
Presenters should avoid 
speaking quickly, rambling, 


reading chunks of text, relying 
solely on PowerPoint slides or 
cramming in too much if they 
run out of time. 

Vashist, recommended using 
the 3-1-2 method, in which the 
conclusion comes first, followed 
by less critical information. 

“You don’t want people to be 
wondering the whole time 


about what youre going to con- 
clude. Start by telling people 
what you think, why it’s interest- 
ing, and how your evidence sup- 
ports your thesis,’ she said. 

This year’s Study in Action is 
focused on environmental jus- 
tice but the organizers encour- 
age submissions from a broad 
range of fields and especially 
those that connect environmen- 
talism with racism, poverty, gen- 
der and other issues. 

For more information about 


Study in Action or to find out 


how to submit your research for 
consideration, email studyinac- 
tion@gmail.com or visit 
gpirgconcordia.org/studyinaction. 
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If you followed the trail of 
crumbs from the EV Building 
last Monday, you would conte 
upon a decadent bake sale with 
triple chocolate cheese cake, 
smore brownies, vanilla cup- 
cakes and more. 

The university's Centraide 
campaign is underway and 
judging by toothaches on 
Tuesday, the bake sale hosted 
by Engineering and Computer 
Science was a hit. 

For many years, Concordia 
has held a fundraising cam- 
paign to benefit Centraide, 
which in turn distributes funds 
to approximately 360 agencies. 
Giving to Centraide is a solid 
investment since 88 cents of 
every dollar goes directly to 
organizations supporting those 
in need. 

This year, the campaign went 
online with solicitations being 
sent via email. Organizers 
hoped the switch would make 
it easier to give with a few 
clicks. 

With the current economic 
climate, the campaign is pro- 
gressing more slowly than 
usual. All charities are feeling 


INMEMORIAM 


Feast your eyes 


Centraide campaign brings bake sales, pasta lunches to campus 


the pinch of fewer donations 
because many people feel they 
can’t afford to give what they 
did last year, along with an 
increased demand for their 
support by those who have lost 
their jobs. 

If making a pledge seems 
daunting for your pocketbook, or 
if you want to do more, organiz- 
ers would like individuals to con- 
sider holding their own events for 
Centraide before the end of the 
semester. Ideas include bazaars, 
bake sales and raffles. You could 
even collect pledges for services 
offered, like tutoring, or donate 
something to the prize draws to 
encourage others to give. [ITS 
raised $550 with internal 
fundraising projects. 

Weekly prize draws began last 
week, winners are listed on the 
website: centraide.concordia.ca. 
Included in the draws, which 
continue each week until Fri., 
Dec. 11, are an iPod Touch, Le 
Gym passes, a 24° computer 
monitor, a 32” TV and bottles of 
wine. . 

Also held last week was the 
Loyola pasta lunch. A full meal 
of pasta and sauce, salad, din- 

























Francisco Antolin passed 
away earlier this month and 
is remembered fondly by 
colleagues in the 
Department of Classics, 
Modern Languages and 
Linguistics although he 
ceased to teach in 1999. 

Antolin received his PhD at 
the Universidad Comp- 
lutense in Madrid, and then 
earned an MA in Latin 
American Studies at the 


Universidad Nacional 
Auténoma de México so he 
could teach Spanish. 


Antolin came to Loyola 
College in 1968 after teach- 
ing in both Europe and 
North America. 

Once here, he helped devel- 
op the Spanish program 
after the establishment of 
Concordia University. 

He is remembered as a ver- 
satile and interesting educa- 





Francisco Antolin 


tor, teaching a wide variety 
of courses with a broad liter- 
ary and cultural approach. 
He earned a reputation as an 
assiduous and enthusiastic 
participant at Canadian and 
international conferences, 
presenting papers on con- 
temporary Spanish- 
American literature, espe- 
cially of Mexico and 
Argentina. 
In 1991 he published Los 
espacios en Juan Rulfo, which 
features an interview with 
the renowned but reclusive 
Mexican short-story writer. 
After his retirement from 
Concordia in 1996, his love 
of teaching led him to con- 
tinue on a part-time basis 
for three more years. His 
international research and 
conference activities contin- 
ued for many years after 
that. 


Centraide. 


ner roll and drink was served to 
hungry Concordians for only 
$5. The popular annual event 
raised close to $600. The down- 
town pasta lunch is planned for 


Nov. 27 in the LB Atrium from 
noon to 2 p.m. Come show your 
support while enjoying an 
affordable lunch with col- 
leagues. 





ENCS had everyone ringing their dentist after their annual bake sale on Monday. They raised over $1 080 for 


If you have comments or 
questions, contact a Centraide 
committee member (also listed 
on the website) or email 
centraide@concordia.ca. 


HIN1 INFO 


Up to date information available at 


www.concordia.ca/HINI 


Or by phone at 
514-848-2424 ext. 4161 (HINT) 
Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


UNIVERSITE 


VW Concordia 


UNIVERSITY 
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NOVEMBER 26 TO DECEMBER 23 


THURS., NOV. 26 


© @® Speaking of Photography... 

David Harris from the School of Image Arts at Ryerson 
University, will present a lecture titled Under the Loupe: 
Contact Sheets and the Creative Process. 


S-EV 1.615 | 6:30 p.m 
art-history.concordia.ca/calendar.himl 


g@FP® RSC / CIHR café scientifique 
Ovarian Cancer: What can we do to make a real difference? 
McIntyre Bldg (McGill), 1200 Pine Ave. W., 6th floor | 6:30 p.m. 


MON., NOV. 30 


g@P® MIGS workshop: Anti-Jewish 
Propaganda 


The Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies is 
holding a workshop featuring Jan Grabowski of the 
University of Ottawa, who will speak on Nazi Anti-Jewish 
Propaganda in Poland from 1939 to 1945. 


S-LB 1014 | 12 to 1:30 p.m. | migs.concordia.ca 
DEC. 2 


GPP University of the Streets Café 

Wieewes Dieolarced Women Trafficked: How can theatre be a 
catebest for socal artum? 

DMieetees! 2-25 Interraltere!s, 3680 Jeanne-Mance | 5 to 7 










meme Katies foaeminier the Singer or The Nation of 
Giesks aumilatiec for S$ I> 
See Psee ape | ops@ederconcordiaco or ext. 8760 


: 3 Grindhouse Wednesdays benefit 


Wis Sees of seveenings and concerts begins Dec. 2, the day 
gi World AIDS Day, to raise HIV/AIDS awareness and 
Geees for Head And Hands. The series, organized by 





Wecinesday of every month. 


The inaugural event features the film Faster, Pussycat! Kill! 
Kul?’ followed by a concert from one of the city's hottest rock- 
ahilly acts, the Hellbound Hepcats. 


Cinéma LAmour, 4015 St. Laurent Blvd. | 9 p.m. | $10 
(includes condoms) | headandhands.ca 


The Honorary Degree and Convocation Committee 
(HDCC), a joint Board/Senate committee, is seeking 
nominations for candidates for honorary degrees. 

All nominations for honorary degrees are screened by 
the HDCC and approved ‘by the Board of Governors 
upon recommendation of Senate. 

To be eligible, a nominee must have sufficient stature 
and recognition to ensure that the awarding of an hon- 
orary degree brings credit to Concordia University and 
to the academic community as a whole and upholds the 
values that lead to the advancement of learning and to 


(Geecomfia grad Aaron Hancox will continue the first © 


THURS., DEC. 3 . 
gi Sacred Dialogues - Spiritual Growth 


Multi-faith Chaplaincy invites you to share personal 
thoughts on spirituality and engage in the sacred process of 
self-inquiry, tranformation and co-creation. 


S-Z 03 | 4to6p.m. | wevalue.concordia.ca/upcomingevents 
FRI, DEC. 4 


@ We Value presents lecture on 


. universal design 


Leo Bissonnette will present a lecture for faculty on univer- 
sal design and how it can reduce the need for adaptation to 
suit various users’ needs. Although this session is geared 
toward faculty, all are welcome to attend; a session for staff 
will follow in the winter. 

L-AD 308 | 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
wevalue.concordia.ca/upcomingevents/ 


a Critical Landscape Studies Working 


Group Meeting 


The Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and 
Culture sponsors this research group that brings together a 
group of scholars and artists who approach the question of 
landscape from interdisciplinary perspectives. Organizer, 
Peter van Wyck, Communication Studies. 


S-LB 651 | 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. 


F University of the Streets Storytelling 


Café 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m., storytelling until 9, and a celebra- 
tion follows. 


Radia Montreal, 841 Gilford | 7:30 p.m. | univcafe.org | 
By donation: 1¢ to $10 


TUES., DEC. 8 


© <9) 50/50 print sale and vernissage 


The Student Printmaking Association will be peddling their 
wares at the annual print sale at the VAV Gallery from Dec. 
7 to 11, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The vernissage is on Tues., Dec. 
8 from 6 to 9 p.m. Cash and carry. Proceeds are split between 
the artist and the association. 


VA Building, 1395 Mountain St. 
www.spaconcordia.blogspot.com 


WED., DEC. 9 


gee Native American Healing Circle 


Experience Native teachings on spirituality, cosmology and 
how to live in right-relationship with one's self and others with 
Morning Star, Spiritual Guide from the Cree Nation. Come 
share the Talking Stick and learn to live in a sacred manner. 


S-Z 05, 2090 Mackay | 3 to 4 p.m. 


Call for nominations 


the pursuit of greater knowledge. HDCC will review the 
nominations to evaluate whether the candidates meet 
one or more of the following criteria: eminence in a field 
of activity or profession; outstanding public or commu- 
nity service; significant connection or benefaction to the 
university. 

It should be noted, however, that honorary degrees 
will not be given to current members of the Board of 
Governors or their family members nor to current mem- 
bers of the university community and are usually not 
given to holders of public office. 


| CJOURNAL@ALCOR.CONCORDIA.CA 


THURS., DEC. 10 


<9) Sacred Sites - Christmas at the 


Botanical Gardens 


Explore spirituality atthe Botanical Gardens. The group will 
meet at Chaplaincy at 1 p.m. and take the metro together. 


S-Z, 2090 Mackay | 1 to4 p.m. 
wevalue.concordia.ca/upcomingevents | $7 + metro fare 


ase Race, Nation and Corporeality 


Working Group Meeting 


Daniel Salée (SCPA), Organizer, sponsored by the Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and Culture. 


S-LB 651 | 2 p.m. | cissc.concordia.ca 
SUN., DEC. 20 


Ff The Persian Literary Society of 
Montreal 

Monthly meeting. 

S-H 420 | 6 to 9 p.m. 


ONGOING —- UNTIL DEC. 4 
© River by Lenka Novakova 


River is a multi-channel video installation investigating the 
relationship between visual perception and physical obser- 
vation. Artist Lenka Novakova explores space, architectural 
environments and installation by means of moving light 
within the framework of two exhibition spaces. 


FOFA Gallery | fofagallery.concordia.ca 


5 The Darkling Sea by Nancy Anne 
McPhee . 


The Darkling Sea is an installation comprised of a series of 
tableaus of trapunto, a quilting technique used to achieve a 
padded, embossed design, depicting representations of 
giant squid, and the Library of Depth and Gender, a ladder- 
like accumulation of books, toys and handmade clothing. 


FOFA Gallery Vitrines | fofagallery.concordia.ca 


The journal will be back on the stands on 
Jan. 14. Have a wonderful holiday. 


LEGEND 


Book Launch = Ss Reception/cocktail 


Lecture/reading @® <4) Call for participation 


Arts 3 


ge Workshop/discussion 





Before submitting a nomination, please read the 
Guidelines for the Awarding of Honorary Degrees to famil- 
iarize yourself with the nomination process, complete 
and sign the Honorary Degree Nomination Form and sub- 
mit same to Danielle Tessier, HDCC Secretary, S-GM 
801-23, SGW Campus, or via email attachment at 
danielle@alcor.concordia.ca before January 22, 2010. 


DANIELLE TESSIER 
SECRETARY 
HONORARY DEGREE AND CONVOCATION COMMITTEE 
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ng Canada’s Children offers range of views 





Pictured at the book launch held on Nov. 19 (from left): Art history professors Johanne Sloan and Martha Langford; Fran¢ois-Marc Gagnon, Chair of the Gail and Stephen A. Jarislowsky 


Institute for Studies in Canadian Art; Loren Lerner, Chair of the Department of Art History and editor of the volume. Annmarie Adams, architecture professor McGill University; Sandra 


Paikowsky, art history; and education professor at McGill, Claudia Mitchell. 


KAREN HERLAND 


When Loren Lerner began seek- 
ing out depictions of children in 
Canadian art, she found a 
wealth of material she had not 
anticipated and a wealth of 
expertise within her own 
department. 

Lerner, the chair of the 
Department of Art History, has 
just released Depicting Canadas 
Children, a volume of essays that 
was published as part of the 
Wilfrid Laurier University Press 
series on studies in childhood 
and family in Canada. 


by Robert Minden. 


The essays trace changes in 
how childhood is represented, 
sometimes quite literally, some- 
times symbolically. “We idealize 
our children, we also blame 
them for the woes we experi- 
ence in our everyday lives.’ 

With funding from the 
FQRSC, Lerner embarked on 
developing an inventory of 
images of children in Canadian 
museum and gallery collections. 
“The McCord Museum had an 
impressive collection of paint- 
ings, photographs and prints.” 

It turned out the museum also 
had space available for a show 








and Lerner curated Picturing 
Her: Images of Girlhood in 2005 
(see Journal, Dec. 8, 05). The 
show complemented another 
exhibition already at the muse- 
um, Growing Up in Montreal, 
which focused more on objects 
and documentary artifacts. 

A symposium Lerner organ- 
ized as part of Picturing Her led 
to plans for the book, and she 
solicited essays both from her 
colleagues, and online. She real- 
ized that although few of her 
colleagues would identify them- 
selves as experts on depictions 
of childhood, they actually had a 
fairly strong body of material to 
work with. “For instance, Sandra 
Paikowsky is an expert on the 
works of James William Morrice, 
who has done some paintings 
featuring children.” 


Two of the reproductions included in the book: Child at Grey Cup Parade, 1965 photo by Michel Lambeth (left) and 


Lerner was keen to include 
different points of view, includ- 
ing architecture, film studies 
and communications, along 
with sociological and educa- 
tional perspectives. The essays 
reflect a range of portrayals of 
childhood experiences; from 
Sherry Farrell Racette's analysis 
of images of children in resi- 
dential schools to the threat 
implicit in depictions of 
squeegee kids as analysed by 
Derek Foster. 

Some of the essays incorpo- 
rate a personal perspective. 
Doctoral student Sharon Murray 
analyses an 1890s photo album 
she inherited from a distant rel- 
ative full of images of Indian 
girls her relative had adopted 
while working as a missionary. 
“The girls are wearing western 
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d Andrea and Dewi, 1973 photo 





dresses, but they are also bare- 
foot and bangled, said Lerner. 

Similarly, Margaret McNay 
had a connection to the images * 
of home children she studied: 
Over 100 000 children were 
taken from the slums of London 
to work on farms or in service in 
Canada. The intention to offer 
these children a better life than 
the one they were born into 
often became an experience of 
isolation and servitude for the 
children involved. 

McNay, an education profes- 
sor at the University of Western 
Ontario, is also the daughter of a 
home child. “I think only she 
could recognize the pain, shame 
and hurt in the eyes of the chil- 
dren in the images, because of 
her own father’. | 

The book shifts to the present 
day and both Johanne Sloan 
and Martha Langford look at 
more recent images of youth by | 
Canadian artists. Sloan looks at 
memory and what these images 
express about the dynamics of 
family life and popular culture. 
Langford is interested in the 
photographic representation of 
childhood in relation to person- . 
al experiences, temporality and 
the imaginary process. 

The book was launched on 
Nov. 19, with many of the essays’ 
authors in attendance. Lerner 
credits contributors, Annmarie 
Adams and Langford, with help- 
ing to guide the project from 
inception to publication. 

She is also grateful to the 
Canada Council for the Arts for 
funding specifically to ensure 
high quality image reproduction 
in the hefty volume. 

The project does not end with 
publication. Lerner recently 
guided an undergraduate semi- 
nar class in identifying the 40 
images of childhood in the col- 
lection of the Leonard and Bina 
Ellen Art Gallery. 
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